[bookmark: _GoBack]ANNEX to the Resolution No. 1178 
of the Central Election Commission of the
 Republic of Uzbekistan dated July 13, 2022

REGULATIONS
 on the Formation of Referendum Precincts and Precinct Referendum Commissions at Diplomatic Missions and Other Representative Offices of the Republic of Uzbekistan in Foreign Countries

These Regulations, in accordance with the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On Referendum of the Republic of Uzbekistan” and the Consular Statute of the Republic of Uzbekistan, shall define the procedure for establishing Referendum Precincts at Diplomatic Missions and Other Representative Offices, consular offices of the Republic of Uzbekistan in foreign countries (hereinafter referred to as the Diplomatic Mission), formation of Precinct Referendum Commissions and organization of their activities.

Chapter I. Procedures for establishing Referendum Precincts at Diplomatic Missions
1. Referendum Precincts (hereinafter referred to as the Referendum Precincts Abroad) may be established at diplomatic missions during the referendum.
2. A Referendum Precinct abroad shall be assigned by the Central Election Commission of the Republic of Uzbekistan (hereinafter referred to as the CEC) to the Referendum District at the location of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan (hereinafter referred to as the MFA).
3. The MFA shall make a submission to the CEC on the establishment of a Referendum Precinct abroad no later than 10 (ten) days after the publication of the decision on calling the Referendum, and in exceptional cases, no less than 10 (ten) days before the Referendum. 
In case of making a submission on the formation of a Referendum Precinct abroad at least 10 (ten) days prior to the referendum, candidates for members of the Referendum Precinct Commission at diplomatic missions (hereinafter referred to as the Precinct Commission abroad) shall be recommended to the relevant District Referendum Commission at the same time with this submission.
4. A Referendum Precinct abroad shall be formed by the CEC not later than 15 (fifteen) days after the publication of the decision on calling the referendum (in some cases, as an exception, not less than 5 (five) days before the referendum), as a rule, with a number not less than 20 (twenty) and not more than three thousand citizens voting in the referendum. 
If necessary, the number of voting citizens in the lists of voting citizens in Referendum Precincts abroad may be less or more than the specified number. 
5. The heads of diplomatic missions abroad shall provide the Precinct Commission with voting premises abroad free of charge.
6. Diplomatic missions, given local conditions, shall publish information about the Precinct Commission abroad for the public.
This information should reflect:
ordinal number of the Precinct Commission abroad;
address of the Precinct Commission abroad;
telephone number of the Precinct Commission abroad.
This information shall be posted on the official websites and social media pages of the CEC and diplomatic missions.

Chapter II. The procedure for the formation of a Precinct Commission abroad
7. The MFA no later than twenty days after the publication of the decision on calling the referendum shall recommend candidates to the Precinct Commission abroad to be approved for the relevant District Referendum Commission to which the Referendum Precinct is assigned.
8. The District Referendum Commission shall within 5 (five) days consider the candidates nominated by the MFA and decide on the formation of the corresponding Precinct Commission abroad consisting of 5 (five) to 19 (nineteen) persons, including a Chairperson, a Deputy Chairperson, and a Secretary.
The functions of the Chairperson of the Precinct Commission abroad shall be performed by heads of diplomatic missions, unless a head has been appointed, then by a diplomatic staff member.
When necessary (in case of a change of workload, in particular for the organization of early residential voting in densely populated areas of foreign countries and in other cases) the number of Precinct Commission members abroad may be increased or decreased.
9. After the formation of the Precinct Commission abroad, the CEC shall organize the delivery and transfer of the documents necessary for the organization of the referendum through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in particular ballot papers (hereinafter referred to as the ballots), ballot boxes, booths for secret voting, the stamp of the Precinct Commission abroad, plastic seals and other equipment.


Chapter III. Inclusion of citizens residing abroad on the list of voting citizens

10. Lists of voting citizens for Referendum Precincts abroad shall be compiled following the data provided by the heads of diplomatic missions.
Also, citizens permanently or temporarily residing abroad shall be included in the list of voting citizens at Referendum Precincts abroad based on their request.
11. The list of voting citizens shall include the surname, first name, patronymic, date of birth, and residential address (permanent or temporary) of each citizen.
12. Each citizen may be included in only one list of voting citizens.
13. Citizens who are abroad may apply to the Precinct Commission abroad in writing or electronically through the official website of the MFA to include themselves in the list of voting citizens at least 15 (fifteen) days before the day of the referendum.
14. The application for inclusion of a citizen in the list of voting citizens should include the following information:
surname, first name, and patronymic;
personal identification number of a natural person (determined using the passport number pursuant to Annex No. 1 to these Regulations);
date of birth;
address of last permanent residence in the Republic of Uzbekistan (if any);
residential address abroad;
telephone numbers for communication.
Copies of passport pages of a citizen of the Republic of Uzbekistan (non-biometric, biometric, to travel abroad and diplomatic) with the photo and address (if any) shall be attached to the application.
Citizens shall enter the specified information in electronic form through the official website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs when applying for inclusion in the list of voting citizens.
15. A member of the Precinct Commission abroad within 3 (three) days shall check the personal data of a citizen specified in the application for inclusion in the list of voting citizens, and shall decide on the inclusion of the citizen in the list of voting citizens.
Should a citizen submit incomplete information, mentioned in clause 14 of these Regulations, the Precinct Commission abroad gives an opportunity to the citizen to complement these data. In case the citizen doesn't provide the mentioned information in full, the Precinct Commission abroad shall take measures to notify the citizen about the refusal to include him/her in the list of voting citizens.
16. The Precinct Commission abroad shall immediately provide the MFA with information on the citizens additionally included in the list of voting citizens.
The MFA in turn shall submit consolidated information about the additions to the list of voting citizens to the State Personalization Center under the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan to make appropriate adjustments to the Single Electronic List of Voters.
17. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall transfer information on the citizens additionally included in the list of voting citizens of the Referendum Precinct abroad to the State Personalization Center under the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan, i.e., the identification number of the individual in electronic form (if not available, the series and number of the passport of the citizen as well as the date of birth of the citizen (yyyy.mm.dd), sex, nationality), surname, name and patronymic (in the official national language, Latin characters), information on the address of the citizen's residence abroad.
18.  The Precinct Commission abroad shall notify voters abroad about the ways, place, and time of checking the list.
19.  Every citizen may report to the Precinct Commission abroad about an error or inaccuracy in the list of voting citizens. The Precinct Commission abroad shall be obliged to check the report, eliminate mistakes and inaccuracies, or provide the complainant with a reasoned response to reject the report within 24 (twenty-four) hours.
20. The Precinct Commission abroad shall print out the list of voting citizens of its territory 7 (seven) days before the voting day and present it to the citizens for perusal. This list shall contain only the surname, first name, patronymic, and year of birth of voting citizens.
21. Citizens shall be provided the opportunity to study the list of voting citizens on the official website of the MFA and diplomatic missions, as well as in the building of diplomatic missions, given the internal regulations and regime of these institutions.
Chapter IV. Ensuring transparency of Referendum Commissions

22. Observers from political parties, citizens' self-governance bodies, citizens' action groups, representatives of mass media, observers from other states, and international organizations shall have the right to be present at all events for preparing and holding the referendum, as well as in the premises for voting on referendum day and during the vote counting. Their authority shall be confirmed by the corresponding documents.
23.  The Precinct Commission abroad shall provide information about the persons specified in paragraph 22 of these Regulations (surname, name, patronymic, date of birth, and participating role in the referendum) to the administration of the diplomatic missions.

Chapter V. Notification of the referendum abroad

24. The Precinct Commission abroad shall, through the mass media or other means (considering local conditions), notify about the following: 
announcement of the referendum;
preparation and processes of holding the referendum;
referendum day, days, time, and place of early voting;
address of the Referendum Precinct abroad;
procedure and terms of inclusion of citizens residing outside the Republic of Uzbekistan in the list of voting citizens of the respective Referendum Precinct abroad;
Referendum issues to be put to the referendum;
Referendum legislation.
25. The Precinct Commission abroad, through the media or other means, shall notify citizens at least 10 (ten) days prior to voting about the day, time, and place of the referendum, and about the beginning of early voting - at least 5 (five) days prior to the beginning of early voting.
Citizens shall be notified via the official website of the CEC, official websites and social media pages of diplomatic missions, as well as local media abroad (considering local conditions).
26. Campaigning on the day of the referendum and the day before the referendum shall not be allowed.

Chapter VI. Ballot
27. The CEC shall ensure the preparation and delivery of ballots based on the data provided by the MFA on the number of citizens in the Referendum Precincts abroad.
The Chairperson or Deputy Chairperson or the Secretary of the District Referendum Commission and the responsible employee of the MFA shall confirm with their signature the transfer and acceptance of the ballot papers in accordance with the Act using the pro-forma provided in Annex No. 2 to these Regulations.
The CEC via the MFA shall deliver the ballots to the Precinct Commission abroad before the day of early voting in the amount of 100,5 percent of the total number of the voters included in the list of voting citizens.
28. Signatures of two Precinct Commission members abroad shall be put in the upper right corner of the ballot, which shall be certified by the stamp of the Precinct Commission abroad.  
29. Ballots not certified by the Precinct Commission abroad shall not be considered during the vote counting.
30. The Precinct Commission abroad shall be responsible for the safety of the ballots.

Chapter VII. Early voting at the place of citizen's stay

31. Early voting shall begin 10 (ten) days prior to the referendum and end 3 (three) days before the referendum.
32. The time of early voting shall be determined by the CEC and communicated to citizens, and observers through the mass media or other sources.
33. Precinct Commissions abroad given the number of citizens and with a view to preventing queues in the building for voting on referendum day can offer citizens to vote early. 
34. In accordance with international treaties of the Republic of Uzbekistan and agreements with the authorized state agencies of foreign states early voting on the territories of foreign states with a high population density (citizens) can be held at the place of citizen's stay. 
The Precinct Commission abroad shall decide on the time and venue for voting at the place of citizen's stay and shall inform citizens, and observers through the mass media or other sources.
35. Early voting at the place of citizen's stay shall be held with the use of mobile ballot boxes and voting booths. 
The Precinct Commission abroad shall inform the MFA of the required number of mobile ballot boxes and voting booths at least 15 (fifteen) days prior to the referendum.
The MFA shall provide the CEC with aggregated information on the number of mobile ballot boxes and voting booths required.
The CEC, with the assistance of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, shall provide Precinct Commissions abroad with the necessary number of mobile ballot boxes and voting booths prior to the start of early voting.
36. Early voting at the place of citizen's stay shall be held in the presence of at least 2 (two) members of the Precinct Commission abroad.
In this case, members of the Commission must have sealed mobile ballot boxes, voting booths, special bags, disposable plastic seals, ballots of the established form, an extract from the list of voting citizens or a list of voting citizens, as well as a pen for a citizen to fill in the ballot.
37. A citizen shall show the member of the Precinct Commission abroad his/her identification document (passport - non-biometric, biometric, to travel abroad and diplomatic; ID-card; military ID; certificate of return to the Republic of Uzbekistan) and sign in the list of voting citizens or abstract from the list of voting citizens. After that, he/she shall receive a ballot paper.
The ballot shall be filled out by a citizen in a booth (mobile booth) or in a room for secret voting. It shall be forbidden for other persons, except for the voter, to be present when filling out the ballot.
The procedure for correctly filling out the ballot by the voting citizens shall be reflected in the ballot.
The filled-in ballot shall be dropped by the citizen into the portable ballot box. 
Should the mobile box be overfilled in the case of early voting at the place of citizen's stay, the Precinct Commission member shall open the mobile box and put the ballots into the special bag without counting the votes, seal the bag, and draft an Act using the pro-forma provided in Annex No. 3 to the given Regulations.
After that, he/she shall seal the mobile ballot box and draw up an Act using the pro-forma provided in Annex No. 4 to these Regulations.
38. Once the voting at the place of citizen's stay on the relevant territory is over, the Precinct Commission members abroad shall open the mobile ballot box, put the ballots into a special bag without counting the votes, seal the bag with disposable plastic seals and draw up an Act about it using the pro-forma provided in Annex No. 5 to these Regulations.  
The Act shall indicate the date and venue for voting at the place of citizen's stay, the number of citizens who received the ballot, the names of members of the Precinct Commission abroad, and other persons involved in the process of voting.
A list of voting citizens or an excerpt from the list of voting citizens shall be attached to this Act. 
39. The sealed ballot bag(s) along with the Act shall be delivered to the Referendum Precinct abroad and kept until the beginning of the vote-counting process on Referendum Day.
The safekeeping of the bag(s) of ballots and the act(s) shall be ensured by the Secretary of the Precinct Commission abroad. 


Chapter VIII. Voting on Referendum Day

40. The Precinct Commission abroad shall hold voting on referendum day from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. local time of the territory where the Commission is located.
41. Voting at the Precinct Commissions abroad shall be conducted taking into consideration the internal regulations, regime, and other particularities of the diplomatic mission. 
42. Citizens shall be admitted to the premises for voting considering the internal rules and regime of the diplomatic mission.     
43. Upon arrival to the room for voting the citizen shall show the Precinct Commission member abroad the identification document (passport - non-biometric, biometric, to travel abroad and diplomatic, ID-card, military ID, certificate of return to the Republic of Uzbekistan) and sign on the list of voting citizens. After that, he/she shall be given a ballot paper.
44. The ballot shall be filled in by a citizen in a booth or a room for secret voting. When filling out the ballot, no other persons, except for the voter, shall be allowed to be present.
45. The citizen shall put the filled-in ballot into the ballot box. 
46. Ballot counting and opening of ballot boxes before 8 p.m. local time shall not be allowed at the Referendum Precincts abroad.
The Precinct Commission at the Referendum Precincts abroad can declare the voting closed at any time if all the citizens included in the list have voted.   
47. A copy of the extract from the Protocol of the Precinct Commission abroad on the vote counting results shall be immediately submitted to the District Referendum Commission through information and communication technologies.
Delivery of the original Protocol to the District Referendum Commission shall be ensured through diplomatic missions by means of postal service. 
48. The CEC shall oversee the delivery of copies of the Precinct Commission abroad Protocol to the relevant District Referendum Commissions.

Chapter IX. Final Provisions

49. Matters not covered by these Regulations shall be handled in accordance with the legislation of the Republic of Uzbekistan and the Regulations on Referendum Precincts and Precinct Referendum Commissions approved by the CEC Resolution No. 1172 dated June 28, 2022.
50. All documents of the Precinct Commission abroad related to the referendum, including ballots, shall be handed over to the diplomatic missions.
The diplomatic missions shall ensure the delivery of the referendum-related documents to the relevant District Referendum Commission.
51. The Precinct Commissions abroad shall cease their activities after the official announcement of the referendum results.  

ANNEX No.1 to the
Regulations on the Formation of Referendum Precincts and Precinct Referendum Commissions at Diplomatic Missions and Other Representative Offices of the Republic of Uzbekistan in Foreign Countries
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ANNEX No.2 
to the Regulations on the Formation of Referendum Precincts and Precinct Referendum Commissions at Diplomatic Missions and Other Representative Offices of the Republic of Uzbekistan in Foreign Countries


ACT OF ACCEPTANCE AND TRANSFER OF BALLOT PAPERS

«___» _______20__				__________________
(address)

__________________________________________________ District Commission handed over
(ordinal number and name of the District Commission) 

to the responsible employee of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan __________________________________ pieces of ballot papers 
(number should be specified in figures and in words)

______________________________________________________________ for the Precinct Commission
(ordinal number and name of the Precinct Commission abroad)

Ballot papers handed over by:
Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson, and Secretary of the District Commission                        
_________________________________________
(ordinal number and name of the District Commission)

_________________________                                                        ____________________________
                (signature) 							(full name)


Ballot papers accepted by:
Responsible employee of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan
_________________________                                                        ____________________________
                (signature) 							(full name)





ANNEX №3
to the Regulations on the Formation of Referendum Precincts and Precinct Referendum Commissions at Diplomatic Missions and Other Representative Offices of the Republic of Uzbekistan in Foreign Countries

Formed at___________________________________________________________
(name of diplomatic mission)

      PRECINCT REFERENDUM COMMISSION No._________


ACT
 on sealing the special bag in early voting at the place of voting citizen’s stay

	We, the undersigned, members of the Precinct Commission No. ______________________________
                                                                       (ordinal number and name of the Precinct Commission abroad)
_________________________________________________________________________
(ordinal number and name of the Referendum District)


	___________________________________________________________________________________________
(full name)
___________________________________________________________________________________________
(full name)
«___»  ________ 20__ at _______________________________________________
                 (name of the place of early voting)

drew up this Act stating that in the course of early voting at the place of voting citizen’s stay, ballot papers from the mobile ballot box were placed in a special bag and sealed.



Seal No.____________________________


Members of the Precinct Commission who administered the early voting at the place of stay of voting citizens:

	
Stamp
	(signature)
	
	(full name)

	
	(signature)
	
	(full name)



Persons who participated in early voting at the place of stay of voting citizens (if any): 

	

	(signature)
	
	(full name)

	
	(signature)
	
	(full name)




ANNEX No.4
to the Regulations on the Formation of Referendum Precincts and Precinct Referendum Commissions at Diplomatic Missions and Other Representative Offices of the Republic of Uzbekistan in Foreign Countries

Formed at___________________________________________________________
(name of diplomatic mission)

PRECINCT REFERENDUM COMMISSION No._________

ACT
 on sealing the mobile ballot box in early voting at the place of voting citizen’s stay
	
We, the undersigned, members of the Precinct Commission No. _____________________________
                                                                       (ordinal number and name of the Precinct Commission abroad)
_________________________________________________________________________
(ordinal number and name of the Referendum District)


	___________________________________________________________________________________________
(full name)
___________________________________________________________________________________________
(full name)
«___»  ________ 20__ at  _______________________________________________
                    (name of the place of early voting)

drew up this Act on the sealing of the mobile ballot box for the organization of early voting at the place of voting citizen’s stay.



Seal No. ____________________________


Members of the Precinct Commission who administered the early voting at the place of stay of voting citizens:

	
Stamp
	(signature)
	
	(full name)

	
	(signature)
	
	(full name)



Persons who participated in early voting at the place of stay of voting citizens (if any): 

	

	(signature)
	
	(full name)

	
	(signature)
	
	(full name)






ANNEX No.5
to the Regulations on the Formation of Referendum Precincts and Precinct Referendum Commissions at Diplomatic Missions and Other Representative Offices of the Republic of Uzbekistan in Foreign Countries


Formed at___________________________________________________________
(name of diplomatic mission)

 PRECINCT REFERENDUM COMMISSION No._________

ACT on early voting of citizens voting at the place of stay
	We, the undersigned, members of Precinct Commission No.___________________________
                                                                       (ordinal number and name of the Precinct Commission abroad)
_________________________________________________________________________
(ordinal number and name of the Referendum District)


	___________________________________________________________________________________________
(full name)
___________________________________________________________________________________________
(full name)
«___»  ________ 20__ at _______________________________________________
                     (name of the place of early voting)

drew up this Act stating that early voting was organized at the place of voting citizen’s stay, and the ballots from the mobile ballot box were placed in a special bag and sealed.



Seal No.____________________________


For the organization of early voting at the place of voting citizen’s stay:
____________________________________________________ ballot papers were received;               (number should be specified in figures and in words)
	____________________________________ ballot papers were distributed to citizens.

	(number should be specified in figures and in words)
	
	
	



Returned ballot papers, of which:

unused: _______________________________________________
                     (number should be specified in figures and in words)
spoiled: ______________________________________________________

(number should be specified in figures and in words)

Members of the Precinct Commission who administered the early voting at the place of stay of voting citizens:

	
Stamp
	(signature)
	
	(full name)

	
	(signature)
	
	(full name)



Persons who participated in early voting at the place of stay of voting citizens (if any): 

	

	(signature)
	
	(full name)

	
	(signature)
	
	(full name)
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